How to Write Clear Advertisements to Recruit Research Participants

* Identify your target audience

* Determine what type of advertisement will be most effective
* Use the templates provided to organize your content and meet UCSF’s graphic standards

e Write in a conversational tone

» Use short sentences and as few and simple words as possible — see the list of simple

words below

* Define any technical words with simple terms

* Use an active, not a passive, voice

* Use “you” and “your” to help engage the reader’s attention

* Be consistent with words in the text

Complex/Jargon Simple
abdomen ........ccccceeeeriennnene stomach area
absence Of ......coceevueeveennene no

ACCOMPANY ..cvvvreenereeanerennne go with
additional ...........ccceeveenine more
administer ........coceveeeveennne. give
admission.........cceceveeenvennnee. come to the hospital
adolescent..........ccceevueernene teen

adverse (reaction) .............. bad
AdVISE..ooovvvveeiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee, tell, recommend
anticipate........ccceeveveeeveennne. expect
apply.................. ..........put on, use
appointment....................... visit
approximately .................... about

ASSISE 1o help
bacteria/virus ............c....... germ
benefit......ccceeeeiierieeeins help

benign ......occcvveeiiienieeees not cancer
catheter ......coceevvevveeneennene tube

complete ......occvvevreeennnnne. fill out
complications..................... problems
conclude........ccocueevueeneennnene end

condition ........cceeeveveeenennnne. problem
CONEEStION...cceuvereereeenernnnne. stuffy nose/chest
consent.......ooeeeeiviiiiiiiinniis accept, permit
CONACE...eeeieiiiiieeieeieeiene call
COOPETAte....eeereveeeereeanrennne help

decrease ....ooovvvvveeeeeeeeeeennn, make less, reduce
defect ..oovevreeeiieiiee problem
deficiency ......ccccoeevveenennee. lack
demonstrate........................ show, prove
desire.....covverierieeiieeienne want

Complex/Jargon
determine......................

discharge ........cccoeeueene.
disclose.......cccovuvveeeennn.
discoloration.................
discomfort ....................
disconnect ....................
discontinue....................
discovered ....................
distention......................
dressing .......c.cceveeeveennns
effect cvvvviviiii,

ENCOUTAZE .vvevvveenrranennns
ENSUTE .evveeeeeeeeeeiieeeens
essential.........ccccceeeeenn.
exhibit .....ooooviiiiiiiis
EXPETIeNCE ...eeevvveenenennes
facilitate........ccccuveeeennn.

frequently .......ccoeeeennnne.
function .......ccceeveeennnne
furthermore ..................
has the capability..........
health care professional

highly contagious.........

Simple

..... find out

..... stretching
..... bandage

..... choose
..... raise, lift
..... lump of blood, clot

...doctor, nurse, dietician or
therapist

..... easily caught



Complex/Jargon Simple
however .......cccceeeevveennennne. but
identical ........ccoeeevvveennnnne same
illustration...........cceeeuveennee. picture, drawing
implement............ccoeeunen.e. carry out, do
in addition...........ccveeenneenee. also
in an effort to ..................... to
inlieuof....cccocvveviinennnne, instead of
in the event that ................. if
in the near future................ soon
INCEPHION ...vvveerereereeeniense, start
INCISION....ooveeiiennnn, cut
indicate...............o.eeuens show
inflammation ................ swelling (and redness)
inform........................ tell
initial.................l first
initiate.................o.o.ee start
injection..................... shot
NSert.......ooveeeeennnn... put into
insufficient.................. not enough
intravenous line............. thin tube into a vein
laceration.................... cut, tear
legislation.................... law
let you know................. tell you
limited number............. few
locate.......c.oovvvniennnnn. find
location...................... place
lower/upper extremities....legs/arms
maintain..................... keep, support
malformation................ not formed in correct/right
way
medication.................. medicine
method....................... way
modify...............ooii change
MONItOr.......cvvvvninnenns. check, watch
negative............ooeennn.. no
notify..........oooin, tell
NUMETOUS. ......couvnvevnnnn. many, most
nutrition..................... food, diet, how you eat
ObSEIVe. ..o, see, note
obtain......................... get
offer............oooiil. give
opportunity.................. chance
oral..........ooiiiiiiii by mouth
participate ........ccceeeveeennennns take part in
PErMit...ccuereiiieeiieeiieeeinens let

Complex/Jargon Simple

pharmacy..................... drugstore

physician ........cc.cceeevveenneen. doctor

possibility.....cccecvveerereennnen. chance

presently .......cceeeeveeneveennnen. now

Prior t0..ccvieeeieeeiie e, before

prescribed..........cceeeruvennnen. ordered

procedure..........cceeeuvennnen. test/surgery

Promote .......cceeeevveereveennnen. help

provide .....ooevvveeiiieiieenen. give

provided that ..................... if

purchase .......c.cccovveeeveenneen. buy

recommended.................... a good idea, advised,
suggested

relating to .....eeeveeeveeennnnnns about, on

registration ...........eceeeneeenn. sign up

TEMOVE....eeeurieieererenirennrenne take out
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TEQUITE ..vvveeeveeeereeeireeeeeeans need

1esidence ......o.cevvevveennnne. home

TESUIMC ...eveeireeenereeeeveeenenenns start again
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TEVIEW .eveiieeieeeireeeiee e check, go over

routinely .......cocevveeveeennnnns usually

ruptured......cceeeveeeieeennnns burst

SAtUTAte ..o soak

SECTEtiONS....eevuveeveeereennne mucous

SENSAtION.....eeeerereeeereeenennnns feeling

StOOL. e bowel movement

SUbMIt..c..eeniiiiiiiiiiiee, send

subsequent............cceeeennnnn. later, next

substituted .........cccecveeennennns used in place of, instead of

sufficient .........cceeevveeennnnne enough

terminate ..........cceeeveeennnnnns stop, end or finish

terminology ........ccccveenennn. words

the baby ......cccoevvveeiieeinns your baby

therefore .........ccceevevvennenne. S0

transSmit .......oeeeevvevvennenne. send

transports........ceeeeevvennienn. carries

11845 1| S cannot wait long

utilization ..........cceeevevenee. use (n.)

UtHZE. oo, use (v.)

varicella......c.ccoeevveecieeennnnn. chicken pox

viable.....ccooviiniiniiie workable

whereas ........ccoceevvieeiueennnene since

your doctor........cceeeuveenee. you or your child’s doctor

Source: Patient & Family Education Materials Development Kit, 2005 Edition
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